CHAPTER VIII
THE   CZAR'S  ATTEMPTS  AT REFORM
I SHALL now deal with the devious course of the move-
ment, within the governmental circles, for legislative and
administrative reforms during the reign of Nicholas II,
which culminated in the Constitutional Manifesto of Octo-
ber 17, 1905, after passing through many stages of pathetic
failure and ineffectiveness.
While his most august father was still reigning, Nicholas
gave proof of sincere sympathy for the lot of the
peasant. Thus, in 1893, in his capacity of chairman of the
Committee on the Siberian Railroad, he sided with me in
my efforts to encourage migration of landless peasants to
Siberia, which measure was opposed by the landowners as
tending to deplete the supply of cheap agricultural labour.
When Nicholas ascended the throne, I thought that he
would inaugurate an era marked by a policy of fairness and
intelligent care for the peasant, in keeping with the ad-
mirable traditions of his grandfather, the Emperor-
Liberator. But my hopes were to be shattered. It soon
became apparent that the young Emperor had fallen under
the sway of powers inimical to the interests of the peasantry.
The effect of the addresses delivered by some of the deputa-
tions from the nobility and the zemstvos which came to
congratulate the young sovereign may have been responsible
in part for His Majesty's change of heart. The feelings
and desires voiced in these addresses were akin to those
which swept Russia in the revolutionary days of 1905-1906.
The spokesmen of these delegations, I believe, should have
been more restrained in the expression of their wishes.
207